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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE Claim(s) 1-42.45-47 and 51 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1-29 are confusing in that similar terms appear to be used for different elements. 
The terminology must be distinct throughout the claims when referring to different 
elements. Specifically, the claims recite "a planar front surface" for both the lower back 
section and the headrest. It is suggested to include terminology such as "first" and 
"second" to clarify any indefmiteness. 

Claim 13 recites, "wherein the headrest includes a first side wall and a second side wall 
spaced apart from the second side wall" (lines 1-2), which is confusing and unclear. As 
understood, the headrest includes a first side wall and a second side wall spaced apart 
from the first side wall. Clarification is needed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 46 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form 
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Specifically, claim 46 recites "wherein the anti-backout mechanism is positioned above 

the height-adjustment mechanism." Claim 46 is dependent upon claim 45 which recites 

the same limitation in lines 3-4, 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 30-32, 35, 40-42, 45 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kain (6,464,294). 

Regarding claims 30-32 and 35, Kain discloses a "headrest for a juvenile vehicle seat" 
comprising a base including a bottom seat portion 12, a lower back section 14 coupled to 
the base and positioned to lie at an angle relative to the bottom seat portion and also 
including a planar front surface 38. A movable headrest 16 is coupled to the lower back 
section 14 and includes a planar front surface. The headrest is positioned forward, by 
small offset distance, of the planar front section surface of the lower back section 14. 
The headrest further comprises a rear planar surface engaged with the front planar surface 
of the lower back section, as seen in Figures 13-15. Kain also discloses a height 
adjustment mechanism or retainer 20 that couples the headrest to the lower back section. 
The height adjustment mechanism is arranged to move between a locked position (Figure 
4) to prevent movement of the headrest relative to the lower back section and an 
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unlocked position (Figure 5) to permit up and down movement of the headrest relative to 
the lower back section. 

Regarding claims 40-42, Kain discloses a "headrest for a juvenile vehicle seat" 
comprising a base including a bottom seat portion 12, a lower back section 14 coupled to 
the base and positioned to lie at an angle relative to the bottom seat portion, a movable 
headrest 16 coupled to the lower back section 14 and an anti-backout mechanism 26, 28 
coupled to the headrest to limit the height of the headrest above the bottom seat portion of 
the base. Specifically, the anti-backout mechanism comprises a stopper 26, 28 coupled to 
a side wall of the headrest to engage a top wall of the backrest portion. The top wall 42 
of the back rest portion is located at the top of the lower back portion. Moreover, the 
stopper is a tab positioned at an angle relative to a vertical axis along the side wall. 
Regarding claims 40, 45 and 46, Kain discloses a "headrest for a juvenile vehicle seat" 
comprising a base including a bottom seat portion 12, a lower back section 14 coupled to 
the base and positioned to lie at an angle relative to the bottom seat portion, a movable 
headrest 16 coupled to the lower back section 14 and an anti-backout mechanism 22, 24 
coupled to the headrest to limit the height of the headrest above the bottom seat portion of 
the base. The height adjustment mechanism or retainer 20 is arranged to adjust the height 
of the headrest above the bottom seat portion. Further, the anti-backout mechanism, 
including slot 24 is positioned above the height adjustment mechanism 32, 26. 
Claims 47 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Amirault et 
al. (6,682,143). 
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Amirault discloses a booster seat comprising a base including a bottom seat portion 18 
and first and second side walls coupled to the bottom seat portion and positioned in 
spaced apart relation to each other. Furthermore, a lower back section on backrest 16 
coupled to the base and positioned to lie at an angle relative to the bottom seat portion. 
The lower back section includes a planar body and first and second armrest shells 
coupled to the planar body. The shells are shown below and are positioned in spaced 
apart relation to each other and are formed to define a cavity to receive an armrest mount 
of a first and second side wall of the base therein. The lower back section further 
includes first and second side rails wherein the first and second armrest shells are coupled 
to the first and second side rails, respectively. 




Side wall 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 8,16, 17, 20, 21, 33, 34, 37 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kain (6,464,294). 

Kain discloses a "headrest for a juvenile vehicle seat" comprising a base including a 
bottom seat portion 12, a lower back section 14 coupled to the base and positioned to lie 
at an angle relative to the bottom seat portion and also including a planar front surface 38. 
A movable headrest 16 is coupled to the lower back section 14 and includes a planar front 
surface. The headrest is positioned forward, by small offset distance, of the planar front 
section surface of the lower back section 14. The headrest further comprises a rear planar 
surface engaged with the front planar surface of the lower back section, as seen in Figures 
13-15. Kain also discloses a height adjustment mechanism or retainer 20 that couples the 
headrest to the lower back section. The height adjustment mechanism is arranged to 
move between a locked position (Figure 4) to prevent movement of the headrest relative 
to the lower back section and an unlocked position (Figure 5) to permit up and down 
movement of the headrest relative to the lower back section. Moreover, the front planar 
surfaces cooperate to define a seat back for a juvenile seat. 

Regarding claim 8, alignment means 24 maintain alignment between the headrest and the 
lower back section as the headrest is moved upwardly and downwardly relative to the 
lower back section. 

Regarding claims 16, 17, 20 and 21, an anti-backout mechanism 22, 24 is coupled to the 
headrest to limit the height of the headrest above the bottom seat portion of the base. 
Specifically, the anti-backout mechanism comprises a stopper 22 coupled to a side wall 
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of the headrest to engage a top wall (top of slot 24) of the backrest portion. Note, there is 
a stopper on both side portions of the rear side wall of the headrest. The height 
adjustment mechanism or retainer 20 is arranged to adjust the height of the headrest 
above the bottom seat portion. Further, the anti-backout mechanism, including slot 24 is 
positioned above the height adjustment mechanism 32, 26. 
Specifically referring to claims 16 and 21, the height adjustment 
Regarding claims 37 and 39, Kain a "headrest for a juvenile vehicle seat" comprising a 
base including a bottom seat portion 12, a seat back including a lower back section 14 
and a movable headrest 16 coupled to the base. The headrest is positioned forward, by 
small offset distance, of the planar front section surface of the lower back section 14. 
Kain also discloses an adjuster or retainer 20 that moves the headrest up and down 
relative to the lower back section. Further, a means 22, 24 for preventing the headrest 16 
from being removed from the lower back section as the headrest is being moved 
upwardly to the lower back section. The preventing means includes an anti-backout 
mechanism, which comprises a stopper 22 coupled to a side wall of the headrest to 
engage a top wall (top arc of slot 24) of the backrest portion. The side wall of the 
headrest is located at the rear side of the headrest. 

Regarding all of the claims rejection herewith, Kain fails to expressly disclose that the 
spaced apart distance of the headrest from the lower back section isles than 
approximately 0.375 inches. However, Kain does position the headrest a small distance 
in front of the lower back section. Furthermore, it would be obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the distance from the 
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headrest to the lower back section be less than 0.375 inches since the lateral offset 
distance from the FSMV213 for the year 2004 requires the offset distance for the back 
surface of all juvenile vehicle seat to be less than 0.375 inches. 

Claims 5-7, 13-15, 36 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kain (6,464,294) in view of Lovie (5,845,968). 

Kain discloses a "headrest for a juvenile vehicle seat" comprising a base including a 
bottom seat portion 12, a lower back section 14 coupled to the base and positioned to lie 
at an angle relative to the bottom seat portion and also including a planar front surface 38. 
A movable headrest 16 is coupled to the lower back section 14 and includes a planar front 
surface. The headrest is positioned forward, by small offset distance, of the planar front 
section surface of the lower back section 14. The headrest further comprises a rear planar 
surface engaged with the front planar surface of the lower back section, as seen in Figures 
13-15. Kain also discloses a height adjustment mechanism or retainer 20 that couples the 
headrest to the lower back section. The height adjustment mechanism is arranged to 
move between a locked position (Figure 4) to prevent movement of the headrest relative 
to the lower back section and an unlocked position (Figure 5) to permit up and down 
movement of the headrest relative to the lower back section. Moreover, the front planar 
surfaces cooperate to define a seat back for a juvenile seat. However, Kain fails to 
expressly disclose the headrest defining an area formed to receive a portion of the back 
section therein. Yet, Lovie teaches of a child safety seat including a lower back section 
54 and a headrest 52. The headrest further comprises a back plate to define a planar front 
surface and a channel 78. Note the channel includes a top surface and a first and second 



Application/Control Number: 10/797,280 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3636 

side surface. The channel 78 defines an area to receive a portion of the lower back 
section 54 therein. The lower back section also includes a planar wall formed to define a 
planar front surface, a top wall and two side walls 70, 72. The first and second side rails 
of the lower back section are positioned between the first and second side wall of the 
headrest. Lovie also teaches of a height adjustment mechanism formed to adjust the 
height of the headrest above the bottom seat portion of the base relative to the lower back 
section and including an actuator or finger grips 98 and 100 with pawls or spring biased 
bars 86, 88 movable between a locked and unlocked position to prevent the headrest from 
moving relative to the lower back section. The actuator is coupled to one of the first and 
second side walls of the headrest via pivot pins 90, 92. The first and second side rails of 
the lower back section include a plurality of vertically spaced slots 74, 76 and the pawls 
or bars 86, 88 are coupled to each of the actuators 98, 100 and are spring biased to be 
received within one or more of the vertically-spaced slots. The actuators are each 
coupled to one of the adjustment bars to move the respective bars or pawls from a locked 
position received within the vertically-spaced slots to an unlocked position disengaged 
from the vertically-spaced slots. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the height adjustment mechanism 
of Kain with a channel in the lower back section and the headrest with finger gripping 
actuators, pawls and vertically-spaced slots, as taught by Lovie, for providing a stronger 
and sturdier headrest support and adjustment mechanism for a child safety seat. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 43, 44, 48-50, 52 and 53 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 9-12, 18, 19, 22-29 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Sedlack (6,81 1,216), Eastman et al. (6,705,675), Ganser et al. (6,550,856), Nakagawa 
(6,045,184), Nakagawa (6,019,426), Kain (2002/0036418) and Meeker et al. (2004/0124677) all 
show various features of the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen D'Adamo whose telephone number is 703-305-8173. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:00-3:30, 2nd Friday 6:00-2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pete Cuomo can be reached on 703-308-0827. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



